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California, the sunny paradise in the south-western region of the United States, is well known for its pacific heat, long sandy beaches crowded with green palm trees and lots of hot half-naked girls. The state is about so much more than just the hot chicks though. It all started during the early 1530s when Spain was expanding its empiric borders. The conquistadores arrived and gave the place the name, California, a name of a fantasy island taken from a Spanish novel. It was not until 1769 that a colonization of California was started. Mostly people from France, Spain and Mexico decided to start a new life away from their home country. 
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In the year of 1822, Mexico conquered the area from the Spanish empire. And 20 years later the area of California changed nationality once more during a peace negotiation between USA and Mexico. When gold was found in 1948, a major gold-rush era started. About half a year later, 80 000 people had come to California in their quest for freedom and personal wealth. With the new settlers arriving, California rose in power and population and could thereby achieve the goals that were set by the US government and become a member of the United States of America. And on the 9th of September 1850, California became the 31st state.
New people have arrived ever since and California is today the most populated state of them all with at least half of the population living in the state's largest city, Los Angeles. The other part of the population is spread equally between the cities of Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose and of course, all the other not so famous cities. 
Economic welfare and lovely nature are both common expressions when you make a description of the state. In the eastern part, we find the Colorado River that provides the agricultural area, Imperial Valley, with all the water that it needs. Imperial Valley is a place where no groove is to hard to produce. Grapes, hay, cotton, fruit, vegetables and meat are all products that are made in this area. The wine production in Cali, stands i.e. for over 90 per cent of U.S total wine production and there are a lot of similar comparisons to be made about California's agricultural distributions. Besides that, California is probably the world center when it comes to production and use of electronic equipment. Silicon Valley is a well known area where industrious genres of electronics, computers, flying machines and space flight are imported and exported throughout the entire world. These things, plus the fact that the northern parts of the state is used for logging, adds up to a GNP value only exceeded by a few of the worlds independent states.
Some notable things about the state are that it has quite a difference between temperatures. In the desert - Death Valley - during the hottest summer days, there can be temperatures that reach up to a quite astonishing 56 degrees. While, at Lake Tahoes surroundings only 130 km away, it can be as cold as -42 degrees. Add to consideration that California's close proximity to the San Andreas fault line makes it a major recipitant of earthquakes and other natural disasters. California is also plagued with lots of environmental pollution due to the large population and abundance of factories. It makes you wonder why so many people dream of living in California after taking these facts into consideration. Still, even with all these things in mind, I have no greater wish than to become a Californian citizen. Isn’t that just hilarious?
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Los Angeles

The city that interests me, and a lot of others, is America’s second largest city, Los Angeles. Probably this is the most famous city of them all. With fantastic areas like Hollywood, Beverly Hills and Bel Air, the city has earned itself its luxurious status. But fame comes with a downside. There are huge chasms between the rich and the poor people in the city. The western parts of the city has all the glamour that it can get with famous shopping centers like Rodeo Drive, and tons of houses worth more money than a small country’s annual expenses. Income guidelines apply for almost all apartments or housings in these areas. The eastern parts of the city suffer from high crime rates, ethnical opposition and social problems. 

These things certainly were the result of the major riot that occurred during 1992. Since then the leading powers of the town have done whatever they could to reduce the pollution and try to increase the living standard for the economically weaker persons. 
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Pollution probably is the foremost problem in the city. The city itself has over 8 million cars running each day. Put that side by side to the fact that the total amount of cars in the world is around 50 millions and you see what this leads to. The existence of mass transit is the opposite of infinite; it doesn’t exist. And since the city doesn’t really have a city center, there is a problem inputting these necessary lifesavers.
So even if the city has problems, it is still a city with a tremendous amount of visitors each month. And a city that even with its 15 million populations keeps growing with 10% each year. Kinda makes you wonder where it all will end. 
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